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FEDERAL JURY CONVICTS VIEFHAUS; HOWE TRIAL STARTS MONDAY 
By J.D. Cash 

A U.S. District Court jury found James Dodson Viefhaus Jr. guilty of conspiring to 
willfully make a bomb threat and possession of a non-registered destructive device 
after deliberating until nearly midnight Friday. 

The charges against the 28-year old Viefhaus stemmed from a message he put on his 
"hot-line". 

It said, in part, "A letter from a high-ranking revolutionary commander has been 
written and received demanding that action be taken against the government by all 
white warriors by Dec. 15. And if this action is not taken, bombs will be activated in 
15 pre-selected cities. In other words, this war is going to start with or without you." 



Carol E. Howe, a former Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) 
informant who was later charged in a superseding indictment with Viefhaus, was the 
only witness called by the defendant's court-appointed attorney. 

Howe testified she and her boyfriend, Viefhaus, began placing messages on their 
answering machine in the fall of 1996. 

Those various messages, played in court last week, were nothing more than statements 
regarding current news items the couple selected from newspapers and periodicals. 

The Dec. 8 message that is the subject of the charges came about after visiting the 
home of former Klan leader Dennos Mahon, Howe told the court. 

She said Mahon told them he had just received a letter from convicted bombing 
conspirator Willie Ray Fampley— and she said Mahon made the statements on their 
hotline. 

According to testimony by the unit chief of the FBI's domestic counter-terrorism 
division in Washington, D.C., he learned of the message from a Seattle, Wash, 
newspaper reporter. He said the reporter had called the Howe-Viefhaus home and 
become concerned about the message. 

The FBI also said it found items in a storage box during a raid on the couple's east 
Tulsa home that could be used to construct a pipe bomb. 

Those items consisted of a piece of 6- to 8- inch plumber's steel pipe with two end 
caps attached, three partially-filled containers of gunpowder, cannon fuse and 
hex amine tablets. 

A former lab technician testified that all were necessary ingredients to make a 
powerful pipe bomb. 

Aside from this flimsy evidence, much of the focus of the prosecution's case against 
Viefhaus focused on allegations that Viefhaus and Howe were involved in the neo- 
Nazi movement. 

Reams of racist literature, plus photos of Howe and Viefhaus in Nazi attire, were 
placed into evidence at the trial. 


RACIST VIEWS CONVICT? 



An alternate juror, interviewed after he was released from his duties, said such 
evidence caused him to want to vote to convict Viefhaus because of his political 
leanings. 

The juror said he did not think the couple really intended to bomb any cities, as the 
message predicted. 

But he felt the couple were a danger to the community. 

Howe testified she had sympathy for racist views during a relatively brief period after 
she was accosted by black men at a concert in Tulsa. 

And as a result of two broken heels suffered from the assault, Howe said she 
contacted a racist hotline in Tulsa operated by former Klan leader Dennis Mahon. 

During interviews with the McCurtain Gazette, Mahon said he was immediately 
"taken" with the 5-foot, 98-pound blonde, asking her to join a group he was the 
Oklahoma organizer for, the White Aryan Resistance (WAR). 

WAR is a nationwide group led by another former Klansman, Tom Metzger. It is 
considered to be one of the nation's most violent hate groups. Its members have been 
linked with numerous beatings and killings of minorities. 

But Howe, a former debutante, later fled Mahon's group after being raped by him, 
according to interviews with this newspaper earlier this year. 

As a result of the assault, she said she sought a protective order against Mahon. 

It was that protective order, Howe testified in the Viefhaus trial, that prompted the 
BATF to contact her and hire her to do undercover work for the agency. 

She said Dennis Mahon and those he associated with were the primary targets of 
BATF. 

Howe said she met Viefhaus while also investigating a skinhead group he was 
associated with. 

The former college student said she later used that association with Viefhaus to "go 
deeper into the movement." 

That was after she got word from her BATF handler, Angela Finley Graham, that the 
FBI had given a document to the McVeigh defense team that effectively 



"compromised" the work she did investigating Mahon and persons who lived or 
frequented Elohim City prior to the Oklahoma City bombing. 


Howe also said she did not hold racist or anti-government views after the assault by 
Mahon. And she said she'd passed a BATF-controlled lie detector test that proved her 
allegiance to the agency. 

Howe also testified that she was instructed by Finley Graham to gather bomb-making 
components from Mahon and others. 

That's how she obtained the items she and Viefhaus were charged in connection with, 
Howe said. 

Moreover, Howe said the reams of racist literature and books on making bombs came 
from Mahon— and that they had been turned into Graham for review. 

On the last day of the trial, Graham, Howe's former BATF handler, took the stand and 
testified that Howe had indeed worked on investigations of these race-based groups— 
and in particular, Dennis Mahon— from August 1994 until shortly after the bombing. 

In June 1995, Graham said she and Howe met, with Howe expressing a desire to leave 
the agency's employ and return to college. 

Graham also said in the weeks prior to the Oklahoma City bombing, Howe had 
become mentally unstable and was dropped from the agency. 

But after the Oklahoma City bombing, Graham said the BATF reactivated Howe. She 
was sent back to Elohim City to find the elusive "John Doe #2". 

In line with the government's attempts to discredit Howe, however, Graham 
repeatedly said Howe never turned up anything of merit and said she was considered 
"flaky." 

On cross-examination, however, Graham was forced to make an admission that 
largely negated her denigration of Howe— admitting that at the time of the raid, Howe 
was still listed as an active informant. 

Moreover, other reports prepared by Graham noted that she had requested Howe's 
reinstatement, and that it was based on a finding that Howe was fit and capable of 
performing her duties. 



Figuratively hoisted upon her own petard, Graham would later admit she was not 
competent to assess anyone's mental state. 

Graham also admitted she was unable to remove Howe from active status because the 
Oklahoma City bombing case was on-going— and that the Dallas area BATF office 
would not allow Howe to be removed from active status. 

U.S. Attorney Neal Kirkpatrick, during closing arguments, further sought to discredit 
Howe, ignoring the testimony of Graham that Howe was still offficially listed as 
working undercover at the time of the raid on her house. 

Kirkpatrick characterized Howe's testimony that she was continuing to work 
undercover— and that the items found in her house were the fruits of her undercover 
investigation— "a bald-faced lie." 

HOWE'S TRIAL NEXT 

On Monday, the trial for Carol Howe herself begins. 

Many observers expect a far more vigorous defense to be presented than what they 
saw for Viefhaus. 

Clark Brewster, Howe's attorney, has said previously that he has more than enough 
information in his client's BATF files— plus other evidence— to establish that Howe 
was indeed working for the BATF when she obtained the items she is now being 
charged with. 

And before Judge Burrage placed a gag order on him, Brewster said that since it was 
Viefhaus' voive on the "hotline", the jury will have a hard time finding Howe "guilty 
of conspiracy to make the statements that purportedly set this whole investigation into 
motion." 

Brewster has said in the past that he feels the government's sole interest in arresting 
and charging Carol Howe was this: 

To discredit the information she gave the BATF that warned the government of plans 
to bomb the Oklahoma City federal building— before it actually happened. 


Tulsa World On-Line 

Howe Says Tulsa Bombing Sensed 



By David Haiper 
World Staff Writer 
7/25/97 


Former federal informant Carol Howe testified Thursday that she sensed a "powerful 
murmur" within the white separatist community late in 1995 that suggested that Tulsa 
could be targeted for a bombing similar to the one that killed 168 people in Oklahoma 
City. 

Howe testified as the only witness called by the defense in the federal trial of Tulsan 
James Dodson Viefhaus Jr. Viefhaus is accused of conspiracy, willfully making a 
bomb threat and possession of a non-registered destructive device. 

Howe was named in the same March indictment as Viefhaus. Her trial, also in the 
Tulsa courtroom of U.S. District Judge Michael Burrage, is scheduled to begin after a 
verdict is reached in the Viefhaus case. 

Howe admitted that she personally wrote down 18 sites in the Tulsa metropolitan area 
that she feared might be targeted by bombers in 1996, probably in the spring. Howe 
said she did so out of concern for family, friends and neighbors whose lives might be 
jeopardized if the "murmur" turned into something more. 

However, under cross-examination by Assistant U.S. Attorney Neal Kirkpatrick, 
Howe said she never turned over the list to authorities despite having conversations in 
1996 with ATF agent Angela Graham and FBI agent Pete Rickel. 

"I forgot," Howe said. 

That list is one of the items that federal agents found when they executed a search 
warrant Dec. 13 at the residence Howe shared with Viefhaus. The government also 
believes it found items which could have been converted into a pipe bomb if properly 
assembled and "initiated." 

Viefhaus and Howe fell under suspicion after the FBI was tipped to an answering 
machine message emanating from the east Tulsa home the couple shared. 

The Dec. 8 message threatened that bombs would be activated in 15 U.S. cities on 
Dec. 15, 1996, unless action was taken by "white warriors" against the federal 
government by that date. Viefhaus' attorney, Craig Bryant, admitted to the jury during 
opening arguments that Viefhaus' voice was the one on the tape. 



Rickel testified Tuesday that he believes a "communication" from convicted bomb 
conspirator Willie Ray Lampley served as the basis for the alleged threat. But Rickel 
said the Viefhaus message differs sharply from what Lampley relayed, which 
apparently involved the Russians. 

The prosecution maintains the message voiced by Viefhaus is a bomb threat and that 
Howe should also be held culpable for it under an "aiding and abetting" theory. 

Howe testified Thursday that the threat was from Lampley and that she first heard it 
when she and Viefhaus visited Tulsa white separatist Dennis Mahon. Howe said 
Mahon was paraphrasing it from a letter written by Lampley. 

Howe said she no longer holds racist beliefs, but was serious about such views for 
"about six weeks" in 1994. Serious enough, in fact, to get a swastika tattoo. This 
despite the fact that Howe later Thursday testified that she has a "great deal" of Jewish 
friends. 

Howe said her prejudice was the product of an incident in Chandler Park in March 
1994. Howe said her (then) husband and a friend of his left her alone in the park. 
Howe claimed she was approached by "some black people" who made sexually 
explicit comments and suggestions and then, after she rebuffed them, she was pushed 
off a ledge and "broke both my heels." 

Howe has occasionally used crutches in getting to court dates and her lack of mobility 
was cited by the prosecution in justifying why she was allowed to be out on bond at 
her father's house while waiting for trial. Viefhaus has been jailed since Dec. 13. 

On a Nov. 3, 1996, hot line message Viefhaus had blasted a caller who criticized 
Howe's involvement with the National Socialist Alliance of Oklahoma, the 
organization the couple had co-founded. 

"She's got an IQ of 165 and tolerates more pain than any man I've ever known," 
Viefhaus said. 

Howe claimed she met Viefhaus while on an alleged ATF assignment in early 1995 in 
which she was supposed to associate with skinheads. She acknowledged that she and 
Viefhaus were romantically involved and said they were engaged for more than a year 
before his arrest. She denied ever being romantically linked with Mahon. 


Howe said Viefhaus knew that at one time she was supposed to be monitoring 
Viefhaus for the government. Howe said she believes that Viefhaus viewed her as a 



"double agent" and that he didn't realize the "extent" or "degree" of her involvement 
with federal authorities. 


The level of Howe's involvement with the FBI and ATF is hotly disputed. The 
government claims that Howe was never used as an informant after the middle of 
1995 and was only contacted by Graham in March 1996 so that Graham could tell 
Howe that Howe's informant status had been accidentally leaked to the defense team 
of now convicted Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh. 

Graham testified early Thursday — outside the presence of the jury — that she was 
never informed by Howe of Viefhaus' existence or the racist organization Howe 
apparently founded with him. 

Graham said she and Howe reached a mutual agreement in June 1995 that Howe 
would do no more informant work for the government. Howe testified that she did not 
remember any such agreement. She also testified she was never informed of any 
"deactivation" in March 1995 which the government says was briefly lifted so Howe 
could go to Elohim City in May 1995 in a failed attempt to look for "John Doe No.2." 

Graham acknowledged that ATF records may show Howe was an informant through 
1996, but said that's because her superiors would not allow her to officially "close 
out" Howe because there was a desire in the agency not to destroy any records that 
related to the Oklahoma City investigation. 

Kirkpatrick told the court that he thinks it "tragic" that the government's decision to 
meticulously preserve its records of the Oklahoma City investigation is now being 
used by Howe in her effort to justify her conduct with Viefhaus in 1996. 

Howe insisted however that she thought she was acting as an informant in 1996. She 
said when the ATF and FBI supposedly refused to provide for her safety after her 
name had been leaked as an informant that she had no choice but to go deeper 
underground within the white separatist movement. 

Howe testified that during her ATF duties before the Oklahoma City blast, some 
residents of the far eastern Oklahoma "religious, racial community" known as Elohim 
City regarded her as suspicious. Thus, she said in 1996 after her cover was blown, she 
was determined to pass herself off convincingly as a bona-fide member of the 
movement." 

Howe said that's why she helped found the National Socialist Alliance of Oklahoma 
and collected neo-Nazi information to send to letter-writers and people who called the 
hotline. Howe said she thought the "Aryan Intelligence" hotline, on which callers 



were invited to leave comments, was a good way to get names and phone numbers of 
people who the government might be interested in investigating. 

Howe said she had taken pictures of some possible federal targets in Tulsa and 
intended to use them as "props" meant to "lure" potential bombers into getting specific 
about their plans. 

Howe admitted that she wrote and recorded some of the racist messages on the hotline 
but said that her heart wasn't in it. In fact, she said Viefhaus knew that she did not 
really believe in what they were doing and that probably the relationship soured 
because of it. 

"I felt like Jim was depressed lately and that we weren't close anymore," Howe said. 

Howe, too, has had problems with depression. Under cross-examination by 
Kirkpatrick, Howe admitted that she called police in February 1995 and that she was 
taken to a local mental health facility where she said she stayed for four hours. Howe 
denied that cuts she had on her body were self-inflicted (as a Tulsa Police report 
indicates.) Howe said she subsequently got therapy for depression she said was 
brought on by pressure from the ATF and the death of a child she knew in a house 
fire. 

The prosecution also introduced evidence of a bizarre incident in March 1995 in 
which Howe allegedly reported that she was "pistol-whipped" by a black man. 
According to a law enforcement report cited by prosecutors, this apparently happened 
while Howe was decked out in camouflage (apparently complete with face paint) in a 
"night reconnaissance" mission with unspecified others in north Tulsa. 

Howe was vague about the incident when asked about it during cross-examination 
Thursday. 

Graham had testified earlier Thursday that the above two incidents, a disturbing report 
from Howe's landlord, and a suspicion that Howe was starting to associate with 
skinheads led to her emergency request to deactivate Howe for instability. 

"I felt like she was no longer loyal or competent enough to serve as an informant," she 
said. Graham said Howe's reactivation right after the Oklahoma City bombing merely 
reflected how desperately the government wanted to catch those responsible for the 
bombing. 


Graham said the government would have used anybody to "solve that crime." 



Graham said Howe's reactivation was the only time during her career with the ATF 
that someone "so unstable" had been pressed back into duty. 


Howe apparently was not able to bring back any credible evidence about who the 
supposed John Doe No. 2 is. She said, based on sketches released right after the 
bombing, she thought it might be either Michael Brescia or two brothers named Ward 
who reportedly frequented Elohim City. 

As promised, Bryant did not get into Howe's warnings of threats against federal 
buildings coming from German national Andreas Strassmeir or her trip to Oklahoma 
City with Elohim City residents in February 1995. 

Howe did say Thursday that she gave Graham "The Turner Diaries" when Howe first 
became an informant in 1994. 

"Son, we're gonna give you a fair trial, followed by a first-class hangin'. — Sheriff in 
"Silverado". 

The New York Times 
25 July 1997 

McVeigh Trial Fair, U.S. Says 
By JO THOMAS 

Timothy McVeigh's trial for the Oklahoma City bombing was "scrupulously fair," the 
government argued on Wednesday in a brief opposing McVeigh's motion for a new 
trial. The reply was filed in Federal District Court in Denver. 

McVeigh was convicted of murder and conspiracy on June 2 in the bombing of the 
Federal Building, which killed 168 people. The jury later decided he should be put to 
death. 

In a motion filed on July 7, McVeigh's lawyers asserted that jurors were not impartial 
and had, on one occasion, violated an order by Judge Richard Matsch of U.S. District 
Court in Denver not to discuss the case among themselves before beginning their 
deliberations. 

In their motion, Stephen Jones and Robert Nigh Jr., lawyers for McVeigh, also 
contended that they should have been allowed to introduce into evidence the entire 



report of the Justice Department's inspector general, a document that criticized 
practices of the FBI laboratory, which found evidence that helped convict McVeigh. 

In addition, the defense lawyers contended that they should have been allowed to 
introduce testimony from Carol Howe of Tulsa, Okla., who was an informer for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms in the months before the Oklahoma City 
bombing on April 19, 1995. 

In their reply to the motion for a new trial, Larry A. Mackey, the new lead prosecutor 
in the case, and Sean Connelly, a prosecutor, cited the axiom that "the Constitution 
entitles a criminal defendant to a fair trial, not a perfect one." 

"This court insured the McVeigh trial not only was fair, but indeed was close to 
perfect," the prosecutors said. "There were no errors in this case that prejudiced the 
defendant's right to a fair trial." 

Responding to Jones's contention that pretrial publicity had poisoned the jury pool, the 
prosecutors recalled Matsch's remark in a pretrial conference, that it was "unwise to 
presume" that the entire jury pool was prejudiced. 

The judge's wisdom, the prosecutors said, was proven during jury selection. Only 99 
jurors had to be questioned in voir dire sessions to obtain the 64 who were qualified to 
serve. And their answers showed that "most prospective jurors here had no opinion 
about McVeigh's guilt," the prosecutors said. 

Mackey and Connelly confirmed an account given by the defense lawyers, that a 
woman who ended up being an alternate juror reported a conversation that took place 
on May 9 among the jurors, who were speculating about who would be the 12th to sit 
on the jury. One juror, never identified, said, "I hope I'm not the hold-out juror." 

At this point, the woman reported, a juror who subsequently was seated among the 12 
said: "It wouldn't be very hard. I think we all know what the verdict would be." 

After being told of these remarks, Matsch, who cautioned the jurors every day not to 
discuss the case until it was sent to them for deliberation, declined to hold some kind 
of hearing on the report or to dismiss the juror in question, observing that, in context, 
the comment sounded like "joking around." 

"One juror's isolated and facially ambiguous comments cannot invalidate the jury's 
conscientious work," the prosecutors concurred. 



In their response to Jones's assertion that the inspector general's report on the FBI 
laboratory should have been admitted into evidence in its entirety, the prosecutors 
took note of Matsch's ruling that it would "not contradict, impugn or impeach any of 
the testimony or exhibits in evidence." 

Similarly, Ms. Howe "was not shown to have personal knowledge bearing on any fact 
material to McVeigh's guilt or innocence," they said. "Accordingly, her testimony 
would have been irrelevant and would have confused the issues and misled the jury." 
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